
  

 

Open and Affirming to All 
 

 

 

Worship Celebration  
Indoor and Live-Stream 10:00 am 

Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost 

October 24, 2021 

 

What Do We See? 
 
  

Peggy, this Sunday our theme is 'What Do We See?'   Join us 

for worship at 10:00 am in-person or on our Live-Stream as we are opened 
to seeing in a new way.  Faith Formation classes gather outside for Pre K-
6th grade this week, with Children's Church beginning at 10:00 am.   
  

Weekly Reflection: The crowd tries to silence 
Bartimaeus, but he persists. Jesus does not 
presume; instead asks, “what do you want me to 
do for you?” Bartimaeus springs up and throws off 
his beggar's cloak that has, until now, defined him, 
and follows Jesus on the way.  When have you 
cried out for help, only to have others put you 
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down? Recall what that felt like.  Then focus on the presence of Christ in your 
life and how Christ seeks to reach beyond the clatter of the crowds. 

 

 

           October is 'Pay It 
Forward' Month 

October is 'Pay It Forward' month and we are hoping 

that everyone who is a part of CCML will find a way to 

serve this month.  We invite you to select at least one Pay It Forward 

event to participate in.  You can volunteer this Saturday, 

October 23rd, helping to create a home for someone currently lacking 

permanent housing by joining our Habitat for Humanity team. We live 

everyday with many, many blessings.  Can you take a few hours this month 

to Pay It Forward?  Jesus said, "When you do it for one of the least of these 

my siblings, you do it for me."  Use this link to sign up for one or several Pay 

It Forward events. 

This fall's Better Together events are planned to bring us together 

again!  Each month has a 

theme, September was Homecoming/Community; October is Pay It 

Forward/Service; and November is Gratitude.  We encourage you to 

attend as many Better Together events as you can and spread the word!  If 

you're in a neighborhood Facebook group, parents group or something 

similar share the flyer.  Invite your friends, neighbors, and community 

members to join us as we embrace community, gratitude, and service 

together. 

 

This Week 
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Our Board of Outreach has planned a number 
of different ways that you can get involved and give 
back by paying it forward.  There are only a couple 
more opportunities left.  Check out the flyer below and 
use this link to sign up for one or multiple activities.  We 
make the world better when we work together!  We are 
Better Together!   
 
 
 
 

Tonight we gather around the fire!  You, your family, 
your neighbors, and your friends are invited for S'mores 
& More tonight, October 19th from 6:30-8 pm in the 
backyard.  Bring a chair and your favorite drink to enjoy 
around the fire.  The "more" for this event will be corn 
hole.  Come play, socialize, eat, and relax. 
 

 

Today is the last day to gather treats to send to our 
college-aged students in a care package!  We have 19 
youths to send care packages to this year.  You 
can donate pre-packaged treats for 19 kids ranging from 
popcorn, candy bars, cookies, pop tarts or anything of the 
sort.  Please drop off your donations to the Church Office by 5pm today, 
October 19th.  Reach out to Pastor Peggy with any questions (ccml-
peggy@optimum.net).   
 
 

Faith Formation has begun!  If you haven't registered now 
is the time.  Register here online.  Please register even if 
your child won't be joining us weekly.  Faith Formation classes 
are held outside with the Chapel as our rain location.  Faith 
Formation is free and open to all children and youth, Pre 
K-12th grade.  Pre K-2nd grade and 3rd-6th grade classes 
meet weekly.  The Jr. & Sr. High class meets monthly and 
attends worship on other weeks.  Reach out to Pastor Peggy 
(ccml-peggy@optimum.net) with any questions.  
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Calling all young (and young-at-heart) ringers!  We have 
started a Junior Chime program for beginners who are 
interested in learning to play our wonderful handchimes and 
other beginner instruments.  Handchimes are a great 
introduction to the world of ringing handbells, and our 
program will focus on the fundamentals of ringing.  Practice 
has begun and will continue weekly at 11:30 am in 
the Choir Room.  Beginners ages five and up are welcome to 
participate (masks will be required.)  See Ms. Hazel at Fellowship Time or 
contact the Church Office if you are interested in participating.  As she always 
says, "If you can hold an ice cream cone, you can ring bells!" 
 

Give the gift of food - As many folks are not receiving 
a regular paycheck, we invite you to consider donating 
food.  The last bunch of food we dropped off at the Food 
Pantry in Boonton was most thankfully received.  Drop 
off some shelf stable food this week. There’s a tub on 
the porch by the glass office doors to receive what 

you can share. 
 
 

We depend on your continued support of 
the church and its ministries. If you haven't already, please look into setting 
yourself up with Tithe.ly either on the Tithely app or by using this link on your 
computer or phone.  You might also set up automatic giving 

payments through your bank's Bill pay 
option.   Be part of caring for our community.  Send your offering 
today!  You can also mail a weekly check to the Church Office.  It's important 
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that we keep our programs running to support our community and to do that, 
we need your support.  

 

 

Coming Up 

  
 

Rainbow Cafe Morris, a youth group for 
LGBTQIA+ and ally teens, is hosting a Halloween party 
and campfire on Friday, November 5th, from 7:00 - 9:00 
pm.  For more information, speak with Dr. Duke or Pastor 
Peggy or click here. 
 
 
 

We will celebrate All Saints Sunday on 7 
November with a time in Worship to light candles and remember the 
departed who have touched our lives.  We invite the submission of names 
of those who have touched your life who have died in the last two 
years.  Please submit these to the Church Office by Wednesday, 3 
November and include the full name of the person to be remembered, 
their birth date and death date, their relationship to you (e.g. neighbor or 
uncle) and your name.  If possible, we also invite you to submit a photo or 
photos of the person that we can project during our time of 
remembering.  We welcome submission of saints with whom you had a 
personal relationship as well as more public saints who touched many lives. 
 

 
On Sunday, November 14th, local author and journalist, 
Mark Di Ionno will be joining us for a discussion on his 
book "Gods of Wood & Stone".  Get your book 
now to start reading to prepare for the discussion.  We 
have copies in the Church Office available for $15.  At the 
event, Mark will have his other books for purchase and he will 
be signing them.  Read more about this novel here. 
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Oktoberfest Photos 

 

Our Oktoberfest met with some weather challenges, but, in spite of a few 
raindrops, we persevered and had a lot of fun!  The hot sausages and beer 
were a hit and worked to keep us warm!  (Thanks to Pete Wilmot and Larry 
D'Oench for their devotion to the grill.)  The apple press was a wonder to the 
young and old alike and the fresh squeezed cider was 
amazing!  (Thanks Larry and Nancy D'Oench!)  The games were also a hit 
with kids as well as the adults. (Many thanks to Sue Lyon for her creativity 
with the games and for serving on the planning committee!)  Some of the 
adults got creative too and made up new games with the props for the 
children's games.  Thanks to Mike Lyon and Jack Gentul for help with 
setting up and staffing the welcome table (and for serving on the planning 
committee)!  Thanks to all those who helped lug tables and chairs and food 
outside and then back in, including George Jackson, Jennifer 
Newland, Lynn Wilmot, Peter Plomchok and others!  Thanks to Nancy 
Landsman for bringing her friend with whom she provided some comedic and 
musical entertainment.  Thanks to Lynda Tollner for taking pictures and 
thanks to Lisa and Ryan Astor for their decorating and daring ladder 
climbing.  Most of all, thanks to Larry D'Oench for organizing the food and 
to Chuck Astor for heading up this wonderful event!  It was a risk to do 
something for the first time, but judging by its success, we just may be doing 
this again.  Thank you both for all your time and your commitment to providing 
a fun fellowship event for our faith family and wider community! 

 





 

 



 



    



 

 

COVID Safety: Current Procedures 

  

Although Morris County is one of the better counties in the country as far as 
vaccinations are concerned the fact remains that we have a 'High' risk level 
and in the last five weeks our county positivity rate has gone up 40% (from 
3.5% as of August 8 to 4.9% as of September 11) and the hospitalization rate 
has gone up 150% (from 16 in August as opposed to 40 now). Moreover the 
national deaths reported for August 13 were 1,827, an increase of 36% over a 
14 day average.   
 
Mindful of the increased infection rate from the Delta variant and from 
an abundance of caution your Church Council has decided to require 
masks during church services with the exception of anyone speaking 
from the front of the church.  Masks are also required during business 
hours in the administration area, and are recommended while indoors, but 
optional for such times as Fellowship Time in the Church House and outside 
events. The statistics above come from  www.CovidActNow.org, care of 
Church Council member, Larry D'Oench. 
 

While masks are now required everywhere in the sanctuary, the main nave of 
the Sanctuary (the area surrounding the main center aisle) will remain open-
seating for those who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19.  The Barton 
Road side room of the Sanctuary remains socially-distanced seating.  Those 
who are not vaccinated are asked to social distance at all times and in all 
places. 
 

It remains in effect that masks are required of all people entering the Office 
section of the Church Building on Sundays and Tuesday - Friday, 10:00 am - 
5:30 pm, whenever staff is present, regardless of vaccination status.   
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Sunday Morning 

 

Masks are now required for all people in our building on Sunday mornings, 
regardless of vaccination status.  Those who are fully vaccinated and 
are Worship Leaders or are speaking to the congregation as part of 
Worship, may remove their mask while they are speaking.  Similarly, those 
who are fully vaccinated and are attending the Fellowship Time, may 
remove their masks while eating or drinking. 

• The main nave of the Sanctuary (the area surrounding the main 
center aisle) remains open-seating.  

• The Barton Road transept, or side, of the Sanctuary is socially-
distanced seating .  The Barton Road transept of the Sanctuary 
can be accessed directly via the ramp door if you prefer to avoid 
walking through the open-seating section. 

We hope that everyone will feel welcome and safe. 
 
We respectfully request that all people who have not been vaccinated for 
COVID-19, wear a mask over their mouth and nose and practice social 
distancing at all times while in our building.  
 
We also respectfully request that the congregation refrain from singing 
inside though they are invited to speak the words of the hymns at a 
normal speaking volume.  Please continue to stay home if you have 
symptoms of COVID-19 or have reason to believe that you may have the 
virus.  Remember to keep washing your hands and to give people space.  
 

Following Worship, we invited you to join us in the Church House for 
our Fellowship Time.  It's a great opportunity to catch up with others you 
may not have seen much in the last pandemic year!  We provide the coffee 
and cold beverage, as well as bagels, cookies or something else to munch on 
and you bring the conversation.  Its so wonderful to be together!  If you 
would prefer to gather outside to visit, that's fine too.  Just take your beverage 
and goodies out in front of the Church House and enjoy the fresh air as you 
visit.  
 

If you have a musical talent and would be willing to share it 
during worship this fall, please speak Hazel, our Director of 
Music (musicatccml@optimum.net).  We would love to 
have you share your gifts to grace our worship! 
  

 



 

An Opportunity to Serve  

  

If you are interested in serving as a Greeter or Scripture Reader on an 
upcoming Sunday morning, contact Jackie Bay or the Church 
Office (comchurch@optimum.net). 

 

 

Follow and Join us on any one of our Social Media 
outlets! 

 

 

 

Facebook  

 

Instagram  

 

YouTube  

 

Twitter 

 

Website  
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Pickleball! 

 

 
If you enjoy pickleball, you’re invited to play inside in our Church 
House.  There is a pickleball court/net set up for your use (balls and paddles 
are not included). 
   Guidelines are: 

• Call the Church Office (973-334-6500) Tuesday - Friday 10 am - 3 
pm to schedule. Please don’t just show up. Scheduling is required 
through the Church office to avoid conflicts. 

• A paid rental will take priority even in the event of a pre-scheduled 
pickleball reservation. 

• Available court days are Monday - Saturday 9:00 am to 8:00 pm, 
and Sunday afternoon and evening. 

• At least one church member must be present. 

• Masks are encouraged but not required for those players fully 
vaccinated and required for those not fully vaccinated. 

• Any questions and for access to the Church House for your 
reserved time outside of staff hours, please call Sue Lyon -(cell 973

0697-580 ). 

 

GIVE  
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Future Dates 

 

    23 October -   Habitat for Humanity workday, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

  1 November -   Bridges meal packing, 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

  5 November -   Rainbow Café Morris Halloween Party & Campfire, 7:00 - 
9:00 pm 

  6 November -   Bridges meal delivery run, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Newark 

  7 November -   All Saints Remembrance, in Sunday Worship Celebration, 
10:00 am 
13 November -   Charity Wine Fundraiser, 6:00 pm 

14 November -   Stewardship Sunday, 10:00 am 

14 November -   Meet the Author with Mark Di Ionno, 4:00 pm 

21 November -   Silent Movie Shorts - Part 2, 4:00 pm 

21 November -   Thanksgiving Sunday, 10:00 am 
28 November -   First Sunday of Advent 
  5 December -   Trim-A-Tree, 11:15 am 

12 December -   Christmas Concert 
19 December -   Gingerbread Bash, 11:15 am 

24 December -   Christmas Eve with Live Nativity,  4:00 pm & 6:00 pm 

 

 

 

Facebook  

 

Instagram  

 

YouTube  

 

Twitter 
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Website  
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