
  

 

Open and Affirming to All 
 

 

 

Sunday Worship Celebration 10:00 am 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  

November 22, 2020 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

  

This Sunday is Thanksgiving Sunday and Pledge Dedication 
Sunday.  Join us for Worship in our Sanctuary either in-person or online at 
10:00 am as we give thanks for all of God's blessings.  If you have not yet 
returned your 2021 Pledge Card, please bring it on Sunday or mail it 
today.  We thank all of you who have returned your Pledge Cards!  Your 
commitment to our common ministry means a lot!  
 
There is Faith Formation outside for the children this Sunday at 10:00 am.    
 
We regret to inform everyone that we will be suspending in-person 
Worship after Thanksgiving due to the increase in COVID cases in our 
area.  We will worship in-person this Sunday, 22 November and then worship 
online via the Live-Stream after that until further notice.  We regret to have to 
make this decision, but the Church Council has discussed the situation and 
decided that suspending in-person Worship is appropriate at this time.  We all 
need to do our part to keep one another safe and to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 in our communities.  As we make this change, please know that 
CCML's leadership and staff are committed to continue to find creative ways 



 

of keeping us all connected and supported.  Reach out and let us know what 
you need and watch for news next week of our plans for Advent and 
Christmas! 
 

Worship will continue to be live-streamed.  You can join Live-streamed 
Worship via this link or search for the Community Church of Mountain 
Lakes YouTube channel.  We are glad that whether gathered or scattered we 
are together in worship!    
 

We remind everyone that if you have any symptoms (e.g. fever or chills, dry 
cough, shortness of breath, new loss of taste or smell, fatigue, body aches, 
nausea or vomiting, headache or diarrhea), have reason to believe you 
have been exposed to Covid-19 or have been requested to quarantine for 
any other reason, such as travel to a state on the travel advisory, 
you should not come to Worship or other church activities.  Out of love and 
respect for everyone else, please stay home.  We all want to stay healthy. 
  

Come home to church this fall! 

  

 

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 

If you've misplaced your pledge card, feel free to print this one and use it. 
Thank you for pledging your commitment to our common ministries! 

https://comchurchmtlakes.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f4e1f93a106a36e3f6c45bd8&id=52b3af70d3&e=7d0a421a09


 

 
        
  For a relatively small church, we do a great deal of outreach through 
volunteer activities and financial support.  We do this out of love for our 
neighbors, and a desire to collectively address the need for compassion, 
which is a major reason why many come to our church.  
          The need to share love is most important during this unstable 
period.  Our Stewardship theme this year is about the 3 Great Loves: Love of 
Neighbor, Love of Children, and Love of Nature.  Please read the 
Stewardship brochure mailed to you a few days ago, and consider how the 
church can better support you in demonstrating the 3 Great Loves.  
          Please consider an increase in your pledge for 2020-1, and mail back 
your pledge card, or drop in the offering box at Worship. Thank you. 
 
                              ~ Mike Lyon, Stewardship Chair 
  

 





 

 

 

 

 

  



This Week  
 

 

 

The Chancel Choir is gathering to sing together in a socially distanced 

way this Thursday, November 19th at 12:30 pm in the parking 

lot behind the Education Building.  Whether you've been in Chancel Choir 

before or not, if you like to sing, come join them. 
 

 

 
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group will meet this Sunday, 
November 22nd from 11:15 am-12:30 pm (note new 
time and date).  Join us for a bonfire, s'mores and 
games.   
 
 
 

The Bell Choir is meeting this Sunday morning at 9 am 
in the Church House.  We observe social distancing to ensure everyone's 
safety.  Bell Choir is open to high school age youth and adults of all 
ages.  Email Ms. Hazel at musicatccml@optimum.net for more 
information or to sign up. No matter who you are, or your level of musical 
ability, you can ring with the Community Church 
Bell Choir! 

 

In this unusual time, we invite you to think of those  

who may experience food insecurity.  We just 

mailto:ccmlmusic@optimum.net


 

dropped off a whole bunch of food to the Food Pantry in Boonton and it 

was most thankfully received.  Drop off some shelf stable food this week. 

There’s a tub on the porch by the glass office doors to receive what 

you can share. 

 

In this time when we cannot all be 

together, we depend on your 

continued support of the church and 

its ministries. If you haven't already, 

please look into setting yourself up 

with Tithe.ly either on the Tithely app 

or by using this link on your 

computer or phone.  You might also 

set up automatic giving payments through your bank's Bill Pay 

option.  You can also mail a weekly check to the Church Office.  It's 

important that we keep our programs running to support our community in 

this difficult time and to do that, we need your support.  Be part of caring 

for our community.  Send your offering today!  

 

 

Personal Reflection - Throughout this season, 

we've heard stories of how God desires for us to 

live - closer to God and closer to one 

another.  The choice is ours.  Continue to add to 

a list of examples of compassion that you see 

around you. 

 

https://comchurchmtlakes.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f4e1f93a106a36e3f6c45bd8&id=06e4468afe&e=7d0a421a09


 

From Your Board of Outreach 

 

Want to give back this Thanksgiving by 
doing something important?  Join our Habitat for 
Humanity build day this Saturday, 21 
November.  All skill levels welcome.  It feels great to 
know you are helping to create a home for a 
homeless family!  Call the Church Office today 
to reserve a spot on our team!  Leave your name 
and contact information with Denise, (973) 334-
6500.   

 
 

Items for the Thanksgiving baskets are due by 
this Sunday, November 22nd at 11:00 am. All 
items can be left in the food donation bin outside 
the church office 
doors. If you are 
donating a fresh 

item, please bring your donation during 
Church Office hours or on Sunday and notify the church staff so your 

item(s) can be refrigerated.                                     

 



 

 

  To contribute food or help serve, click here. 

https://comchurchmtlakes.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f4e1f93a106a36e3f6c45bd8&id=ee40e4f7d7&e=7d0a421a09


 

 

This Friday, November 20th is Transgender Day of 

Remembrance (TDOR) -- a national day of mourning for the transgender 

persons who have lost their lives, through murder or suicide, in the past 

year.  TDOR is also a day when we renew our commitment to stand with 

the transgender community whenever their rights and dignity as human 

beings are under attack. 

 

This Day of Remembrance comes at an urgent time for the transgender 

Americans.  Two days after Christmas in 2014, a trans teenager named 

Leelah Alcorn committed suicide near Cinncinnati, Ohio.  Hers was one of 

many deaths, but her heartbreaking final words - ending with her 

challenge to 'fix society'- disturbed our consciences.  Since then, at least 

22 transgender Americans have been murdered throughout the 

country.  Most of them were trans women of color.   

 

For people of faith, this day is an opportunity to proclaim again the good 

news of each person's truest identity as a child of God, and that God calls 

each of us to live out our lives in the truest, most authentic way.  We are 

likewise reminded of the ways in which we fall short of God’s call, allowing 

prejudice, lack of understanding and fear to get the best of us, resulting in 

injustice and oppression, bigotry and hatred which can result in violence, 

even death. 

 



 

  

Future Dates 

 

29 November - First Sunday of Advent, 10:00 am, resume Live-Stream 
only 

6 December -   Trim-A-Tree Workshop for our children & youth, 10:00 
am, outside 
                          Second Sunday of Advent, Communion, 10:00 am, 
Live-Streamed 
                         Trim-A-Tree Event for all ages, outside at 11:30 
am                          
12 December - Holiday Dinner of Sharing Drop-off, 10:00 - 11:00 am, 
                                in front of the Church House 
13 December - Third Sunday of Advent, 10:00 am, Live-Streamed 
20 December - Fourth Sunday of Advent, 10:00 am, Live-Streamed 

24 December - Christmas Eve, Outdoor Worship at Noon & 2:00 pm 
                                 Live-Streamed Worship at 4:00 & 6:00 pm 
3 January -       Epiphany Sunday, 10:00 am, Live-Streamed 
31 January -     Annual Congregational Meeting, immediately following 
Worship 
17 February -   Ash Wednesday, Lent begins 
28 March -       Palm Sunday 
1 April -            Maundy Thursday 
2 April -            Good Friday 
4 April -            Easter Sunday 
23 May -          Pentecost Sunday 
6 June -           End of Year Picnic 
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